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and Croats restless under the rule of Vienna. Moreover, after
the Seven Weeks' War, Bismarck had suggested to the Austro-
Hungarian Government that, having now forfeited its old
leadership in central Europe, it should seek compensation by a
development of its power and influence in the Balkan peninsula
(§ 141). The Emperor Francis Joseph took the hint, and
appointed as Chancellor a Hungarian named axbrassy, who
was an eager supporter of this policy.
§ 159. more balkan revolts.—The Sultan made scarcely
any attempt to carry out his lavish promises of better govern-
ment after the Crimean War (§ 131). The taxes were fanned out
to officials who forwarded a fixed amount and wrung as much
more as they could out of the wretched peasants—often a third
of their crops. Only Mohammedans were eligible for official
posts—Christians were not allowed even to give evidence in
courts of justice, and could only get a semblance of fair play
from the Turkish judges by exorbitant bribes. In Bosnia and
Herzegovina the peasants felt their position the more acutely
by comparison with their brethren in Serbia; for the latter,
though still nominally subject to the Sultan, were free from the
worst of these grievances. Thus it was Bosnia that now broke
into revolt. The harvest of 1874 had been a total failure,
yet the tax-gatherers extorted their usual dues with ruthless
severity; and the murder of one of them led to a riot which
developed into a general rebellion demanding union with
Serbia.
The Ottoman Government was so inefficient that the move-
ment continued unchecked for months, and Austria became
alarmed lest it should spread to her own South Slavs. With
the co-operation of Russia and Prussia, Count Andrassy drew
up a memorandum calling upon the Sultan to pacify his Balkan
subjects by a series of reforms to be carried out under the
supervision of the Powers. France and Italy signified their
agreement with this line of policy, but to the astonishment and
dismay of the others, Great Britain demurred. Disraeli, who

